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Nobody Here 
6ut Us Orientals 

When northern Florida’s Flagler 
County was told to integrate its dual 
school system in 1970, the school board 
made a bizarre response. How could 
they comply, asked the board members, 
when no one had ever given them a le- 
gal definition of a Negro? The Depart- 
ment of Health. Education and Welfare 
duly moved to fill the bureaucratic gap. 
Negroes. it explained, were “persons 
considered by themselves. by the school 
or by the community to be of African 
or Negro origin.” The same sort of def- 
inition, added HEW. held for Orientals. 
Chicanos and Indians. At that. the Flag- 
ler County school board pronounced all 
its teachers and students Orientals be- 
cause they were so “considered by the 
school.” Thus, only one race attended 
classes in the county, and no discrjm- 
ination was possible. 

It took a federal district court ban 
to end the Florida “absurdity.” Said 
Chief Judge John R. Brown. in review- 
ing the case for the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals: “This court has seen, heard, 
or heard of everything-everything, 
that is, until today.” 
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